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The Second Regular Session of the Executive Committee began at 9:30 a.m. with the videoconference “Women, Peace, and Security in the Americas”.  Organized by the CIM and the nongovernmental organization, Women Waging Peace, the purpose was to examine the integration of a gender perspective into hemispheric security issues and women’s contribution to peacemaking and peace-building in the Hemisphere.  The President of the CIM, Dr. Yadira Henríquez, Principal Delegate of the Dominican Republic, and Carla Koppell, Deputy Director of the Washington office of Women Waging Peace welcomed the participants.  The Executive Secretary of the CIM served as moderator.  
Participating as panelists were: Ambassador Miguel Ruiz Cabañas, Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security of the Permanent Council and Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS; Ms. Luz Méndez, General Coordinator of the National Union of Guatemalan Women; Ms. Martha Eugenia Segura, Executive Director of the Colombian Confederation of NGOs; Ms. Gloria Guzmán, Director of the nongovernmental organization Women for Dignity and Life, Las Dignas, El Salvador; and Dr. Edelma Gómez Blanco, Coordinator of the OAS Rural Judicial Facilitator Program of Nicaragua.  The presentations were followed by a round of questions and answers.  The videoconference was aired simultaneously in Colombia, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Washington, D.C., and Cambridge, Massachusetts, and transmitted live by Internet on the OAS Web site.

This event was related to the process of preparation of the Special Conference on Hemispheric Security to be held in México, in October 2003. The CIM and Women Waging Peace are engaged in this process with the objective of promoting the incorporation of a gender perspective into the Declaration of the Conference. The videoconference marked the first time that there has been a dialogue among members of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, women's organizations working on peace and reconstruction processes in their countries and CIM Delegates and provided a firsthand exchange of information for analyzing the issue.

After the conclusion of the videoconference and a short break,  the Chair resumed the meeting and recognized Ms. Ximena Iturralde de Sánchez de Lozada, First Lady of Bolivia, and Ambassador María Tamayo de Arnal, recently-appointed Permanent Representative of Bolivia to the OAS.  Ms. Sánchez de Lozada took the floor to comment on the efforts of her country’s Government and the Fundación Carmen Sánchez Bustamente, which she heads, to overcome gender discrimination and promote equity, social inclusion, and the full development of women at all levels of Bolivian society.  Her remarks have been published as document CIM/CD/doc.22/03.


The Chair thanked the First Lady for her statement, underscoring the importance of political will to achieve the objectives of equality and equity.  She then presented the Provisional Agenda (CIM/CD/doc.12/03) before the Executive Committee for their consideration.  The agenda was adopted.  
1. Adoption of the Summary Minutes of the First Regular Session
The Committee considered the provisional summary minutes of the First Regular Session of the Executive Committee, contained in document CIM/CD/doc.11/03.  The delegation of Canada made some comments, which were incorporated, and Agreement No. 1, which approved the Minutes as amended (CIM/CD/doc.11/03 rev. 1), was adopted.

2.
Report on the activities of the CIM:  Reports of the President and of the Executive Secretary
The Executive Secretary presented document CIM/CD/doc.13/03, Report on the Activities of the CIM.  She reported that the CIM had participated in the OAS General Assembly, which had adopted various resolutions on topics of interest to the CIM.  She underscored the resolution on trafficking in women and children for purposes of sexual exploitation, which instructed the Secretary General to appoint an OAS coordinator to be housed within the CIM. She also reported that CIM provided technical assistance to Univisión for the production of a television program on trafficking in persons.  CIM also worked on trafficking-related language for inclusion into the declaration and work plan for the Meeting of Ministers of Tourism, which was held in Guatemala in June.  She then referred to the recent budget cuts affecting all areas of the OAS units, which resulted in the elimination of the Seed Fund for the current biennium. She added that efforts to secure alternative sources of financing for the projects presented were not successful.  She the reported on activities carried out under the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women's Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP), to be described later, and expressed satisfaction with the close cooperation established with the OAS Office of Science and Technology in the development of SEPIA IV, Gender and Science and Technology.  She reported that, pursuant to the offer made at the first session of the Executive Committee by the Director of the Trade Unit, José Manuel Salazar, that unit was completing a document on gender and trade, to be presented to the Second Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States (REMIM II), to be held in April 2004.  Lastly, she announced that, Ms. Irene Klinger, had been appointed as Executive Secretary of the OAS Secretariat for the Summit Process.

3.
Second Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States (REMIM II) 

The Chair welcomed Dr. Laura Liswood, Secretary General of the Council of Women World Leaders, an organization that brings together current and former women presidents and heads of state, headquartered in the John F. Kennedy School of Government of Harvard University. Dr. Liswood made a brief presentation on the work of the Council and of its adjunct organization, the International Assembly of Women Ministers (IAWM).  Both organizations have convened international meetings of women ministers of finance, justice, and the environment for the purpose of facilitating dialogue and helping to forge international agendas with a gender perspective.  In October 2003, with assistance from the U.S. Department of State, the Council would hold a global meeting of ministers of women’s affairs at Georgetown University in Washington, D.C., to which many of the CIM delegates would be invited.  Dr. Liswood announced that, at the same meeting, the Council and the CIM would cosponsor the first meeting of heads of the gender units of such intergovernmental organizations as the United Nations, the Council of Europe, the European Union, APEC, and OIC, in order to initiate the exchange of information, experiences, and ideas and to explore possibilities of collaborating in areas of common interest.

Dr. Liswood proposed to the Executive Committee that, after REMIM II, the CIM and the Council might organize a global meeting of women ministers of trade and economic development.  She said that she had talked to the Minister of Trade of the United Kingdom, who would be interested in cosponsoring an event of that type.
The Executive Secretary then referred to the meeting of heads of the gender units of intergovernmental organizations and the positive long-term effect that it could have, and pointed out that it might also help give the CIM a higher profile in the international arena .
The Chair thanked Dr. Liswood for her presentation and opened the floor to the delegates, who expressed support for the initiatives proposed and asked questions.  The delegate of the Dominican Republic suggested that consideration be given to including women vice-presidents in the Council of Women World Leaders, since they were often overlooked but had rich government experience.  Dr. Liswood answered that she would make that proposal to the Council. 
The Executive Committee then considered the preliminary draft agenda for the Second Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States (REMIM II), contained in document CIM/CD/doc.5/03 rev. 2.


An extensive exchange of views on the contents of the agenda took place.  Given the short period of time available for the meeting of ministers, a discussion ensued on whether it was necessary to keep the item on national mechanisms on the agenda, and it was finally decided to include the information on that topic as part of the national reports.  Paraguay requested that a model for presentation of the national reports be prepared so that all countries would submit similar information.  There was a consensus that the results of the Special Summit, to be held in Mexico at the end of 2003, should be considered as a basis for the discussion at the meeting on the item “Gender Equity and Equality at the Fourth Summit of the Americas.”

The Committee then adopted Agreement No. 4, which asked the Executive Secretary to present the final draft agenda for the Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States (REMIM II) and a model format for the preparation of reports on the implementation of the Inter-American Program (IAP at the next Regular Session of the Executive Committee.

4. Implementation of resolution CIM/RES. 224 (XXXI-O/02), “Follow-up of the Convention of Belém do Pará,” adopted at the thirty-first meeting of the Assembly of Delegates of the CIM


The Chair submitted the background document “Proposal of Appropriate Measures for Follow-up of the Convention of Belém do Pará” (CIM/CD/doc.15/03).  In resolution CIM/RES. 224 (XXXI-O/02), “Follow-up of the Convention of Belém do Pará,” the Assembly of Delegates of the CIM had entrusted the Permanent Secretariat with preparing that document. 
 
The Principal Specialist of the CIM, Mercedes Kremenetzky, summarized the document, including the results of the CIM project, “Violence in the Americas: A Regional Perspective”.  She  summarized relevant experiences in the follow-up of other inter-American and international conventions, such as the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, the CICAD Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism, and the Optional Protocol to CEDAW.  The document which was presented also includes  a proposal on the development of a follow-up mechanism for the Convention.

The document had been distributed and reviewed by other inter-American and international specialized organizations, including UNIFEM, CLADEM, ISIS, and PAHO, as well as the OAS Secretariat for Legal Affairs, the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights, and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, whose observations were also incorporated.  The first step was to initiate a process of consultations, which would culminate in a meeting of experts entrusted with making the necessary recommendations.  Later on, the states parties would meet to examine and adopt the most appropriate means to follow up on the Convention.

The delegations congratulated the Secretariat for the document and pledged to cooperate in the process of consultations and to provide information to update the table on national legislation and programs against violence.  The delegation of Mexico offered to host the meeting of experts and proposed that it be held in the first quarter of 2004.  It was stressed that the consultations had to be as broad as possible and include foreign ministries as well as experts in violence because of the commitments the adoption of such a mechanism would entail.

Agreement No. 3 was then adopted, in which the Committee thanked the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM for its presentation of document CIM/doc.15/03 rev. It also instructed the Secretariat to begin the consultation process with the member states, CIM principal delegates, and regional and civil society organizations, in order to obtain their observations and input on the proposed mechanism.  The Committee also thanked the Government of Mexico for offering to host the meeting of experts.

Subsequently, Drs. Holly Johnson, Chief of Research at the Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics; Monserrat Sago, Assistant Dean of Postgraduate Studies of the University of Costa Rica; Katherine McKenna, Associate Professor of Women’s Studies at the University of Western Ontario; and Laura Guzmán, Director of the Women’s Studies Research Center of the University of Costa Rica, presented the International Violence against  Women Survey, and the results of the pilot survey in Costa Rica.. 

They explained that the study, based on two surveys, the International Crime Victimization Survey and Statistics Canada 1993 National Survey, was developed by the U.N. Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute (UNICRI), and is a multinational and multicultural initiative.  Its objective is to promote and implement research on violence against women globally as an important research and policy tool.  At present, 24 countries were participating, four of them from the Hemisphere:  Argentina, Uruguay, Costa Rica, and Trinidad and Tobago.  The project consisted of three parts: a national sampling survey, a study on the cost of violence against women, and lastly the development and rating of indicators to assess the interaction of programs and policies.  The preliminary results of the survey conducted in Costa Rica were presented, as were the lessons learned during its application.

Various delegates expressed an interest in participating in the survey.  Others reported that similar measures were being taken in their countries.  The need for comparative statistics was stressed, and it was proposed that a regional conference be held on exchanging information on research initiatives. In addition, the Committee was cautioned about the importance of being constantly on guard since, in Colombia in particular, the most recent reform of the criminal code had actually resulted in a setback in the area of violence against women.

The Committee adopted Agreement No. 7, which urged the Executive Secretary to continue to support, as much as possible, the initiative being developed by the United Nations with the International Violence Against Women Survey, with a view to promoting the development of comparable statistics on the topic in the member states. 
5.
Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women, Adolescents, and Children.  Update on the follow-up of the resolution adopted at the XXXI Assembly of Delegates

Laura Langberg, CIM consultant and coordinator of the project on trafficking in persons, presented a report on the project’s primary activities since the last meeting of the Executive Committee.  She reported on  the progress made in the implementation of resolutions CIM/RES. 225 (XXXI-O/02) and AG/RES. 1948 (XXXIII-O/03), and emphasized that work was being completed on a draft proposal on the harmonization of trafficking legislation in Central America.  She reported that the USAID response   to the proposal presented jointly by the CIM and the International Organization for Migration (IOM) on the continuation of research in 16 countries on trafficking in persons had not yet been received. She also provided detailed information on the participation of  CIM in important national, regional, and international meetings in Argentina, Paraguay, Costa Rica, and Washington, D.C  

A discussion ensued on progress made toward including the topic of trafficking in persons on national and regional agendas, as it was developing into an issue of major concern to countries.  Agreement No. 5 was adopted, which asked the Executive Secretariat to continue to seek the financial resources necessary to follow up on the mandates contained in resolutions CIM/RES. 225 (XXXI-O/02) and AG/RES. 1948 (XXXIII-O/03) regarding the work being done by the CIM in connection with “Fighting the Crime of Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women, Adolescents, and Children.”
6.
Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (PIA)
Consideration of that item began with reports on the follow-up of SEPIA I and II.  CIM Principal Specialist of the CIM reported on her participation in the March,  2003,|  Second Meeting of Working Group 2 of the Conference of Ministers of Labor, held in Montevideo, Uruguay. At that meeting, CIM served as the technical advisory body on gender issues, and also presented the document “Gender and Labor:  Progress, Challenges, Best Practices, and Strategies for Action, which the Working Group had requested of the CIM at a prior meeting.

With regard to SEPIA II, Gender and Justice, Dr. Luciana Sánchez, Program Director of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA), reported on the status of implementation of its initiatives within the framework of SEPIA II- Gender and Justice.  Dr. Sánchez presented the preliminary results of a pilot study being conducted by JSCA in Chile, which was being implemented in Ecuador, Argentina, Mexico, Bolivia, El Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala, Costa Rica, and Paraguay, on the impact of criminal code reforms on the handling of sexual offenses and domestic violence.  She also referred to two other projects:  the first, a study on the effectiveness of women’s courts, which was being conducted in Chile; and the second, a project on the design of tools for monitoring the observance on national laws on violence.  The latter project was being carried out with the collaboration of SERNAM.
The Executive Secretary reported on the preparations for SEPIA III – Gender and Education, and summarized the document of recommendations for integrating the gender perspective into education (CIM/doc.23/03).  She then asked the delegates to submit their observations on the document as soon as possible, since it would be presented to the Meeting of Ministers of Education to be held in Mexico in August.  The SEPIA III meeting would be held later, in December 2003, in the framework of the third meeting of the Executive Committee.
Dr. Alice Abreu, Director of the OAS Office of Science and Technology, then made a presentation on the work plan of her unit and, in particular, on the activities being carried out jointly with the CIM and the Gender Advisory Board of the United Nations Commission on Science and Technology for Development (GAB/UNCSTD) in preparation for SEPIA IV – Gender and Science and Technology .  She reported that, after a hiatus of several years,  the ministerial meetings on science and technology were resuming and that she had presented new topics on the hemispheric agenda in that area.  The work of SEPIA IV will be geared toward increasing the gender component in scientific and technological reasearch,  and preparing recommendations on the gender dimension in science and technology for the ministerial meeting.  She emphasized that science and technology should proivde input into the region’s social development.  A longer-term objective was the possible establishment by the three institutions associated with that project–the Office of Science and Technology, the GAB/UNCSTD, and the CIM–of a regional body to coordinate policy development and work with policymakers on the gender dimension of science and technology.
The delegates expressed thanks for the presentation and for the inclusion of gender in that area.  In response to a question, Dr. Abreu underscored the importance of technology in improving competitiveness and output, especially among women with microbusinesses.  She also mentioned the need to promote women’s participation in decisionmaking positions in the sector.

The Committee adopted Agreement No. 2, which instructed the Executive Secretary, in connection with gender mainstreaming in ministerial meetings, to:  continue to follow up on SEPIA I and SEPIA II; present the document on gender and education at the upcoming Meeting of Ministers of Education; begin the preparatory work for the meeting of experts (SEPIA III); and continue the process under way in connection with SEPIA IV (Science and Technology).


In anticipation of the Special Conference on Hemispheric Security to be held in October, 2003 Agreement No. 6 was adopted, asking the Executive Secretary to continue her work with Women Waging Peace and other civil society organizations to promote initiatives to integrate a gender perspective in hemispheric security topics.

7. Preparations for the meeting of the Inter-Institutional Forum on Gender Equality
The Execuive Secretary reported that the Secretary General had been away from headquarters on business and that she was waiting for his schedule to return to normal to coordinate the date and the convocation of that inter-institutional meeting.
8. Budgetary execution as of June 30, 2003 

The budgetary execution as of June 30, 2003, as contained in document CIM/CD/doc.19/03, was placed before the meeting for consideration.  The delegates referred to the recent budget cut and expressed concern about the elimination of the Seed Fund.  They discussed ways to offset the loss of that resource, mentioning, among other possibilities, that of seeking funds through horizontal cooperation programs.  The Committee adopted Agreement No. 8, which urged the Executive Secretariat to make efforts to secure sufficient funds to be able to provide continuity to the Seed Fund, and Agreement No. 9, which approved the budgetary execution.
9.
Resolutions adopted at the thirty-third regular session of the OAS General Assembly of interest to the CIM
The Executive Secretary presented document CIM/CD/doc.20/03, “Resolutions Adopted at the Thirty-third Regular Session of the OAS General Assembly of Interest to the CIM.”  She gave a brief summary of what had occurred at the General Assembly, in particular the adoption of four resolutions on the work of the CIM in the areas of violence, trafficking in persons, the appointment of women to management positions in the OAS, and the promotion of women’s human rights and gender equity and equality. 

10.
Other business

Dr. Teresa Genta-Fons, Senior Counsel, Legal Vice Presidency, World Bank, addressed the Executive Committee to propose joint activities in the areas of gender and poverty, and of gender and development.  She emphasized the comparative advantages of each of the institutions, underscoring the technical skills and experience of the CIM regarding gender issues and the Bank’s capacity to facilitate contacts with financial institutions and to reinforce gender messages in the preparation of country aid strategy papers, which were the basis for the loans they granted.  It was a new Bank policy to help countries, by means of all financial activities, to implement their obligations under international conventions, like CEDAW and Belém do Pará.  She pointed to the need to quantify the cost of discrimination and violence against women, which could be as detrimental to economies as banking and financial crises.  She offered to include the CIM in a regional program to begin before the end of the year on the economic cost of violence and discrimination as well as in a legal and judicial reform program with a gender component now under way in Mexico, Honduras, and Peru.  She said that consideration had been given to holding a global seminar in April 2004 to share the results of those projects.

The delegates thanked Dr. Genta-Fons for her presentation and welcomed closer ties between the CIM and the World Bank.  They said that they were fully in agreement with the incorporation of a gender perspective into proposals submitted to the Bank and referred to difficulties in bringing that about.  They shared experiences with projects with a gender perspective executed in their countries with World Bank support.  In conclusion, Dr. Genta-Fons suggested that it was very important, in contacts with governments, to give gender projects a higher profile so that they would consider them a priority and find appropriate institutional channels for dialogue to solve difficulties.
AGREEMENTS ADOPTED
Agreement No. 1 
To adopt, as amended, the Summary Minutes of the First Regular Session of the Executive Committee, contained in document CIM/CD/doc.11/03.

Agreement No. 2
To instruct the Executive Secretary, in connection with gender mainstreaming in ministerial meetings, to: continue to follow up on SEPIA I and SEPIA II; present the document on Gender and Education at the upcoming Meeting of Ministers of Education; begin the preparatory work for the meeting of experts (SEPIA III); and continue the process under way in connection with SEPIA IV (Science and Technology).

Agreement No. 3
Regarding resolution CIM/RES. 224 (XXXI-O/02), “Follow Up of the Convention of Belém do Pará”:

a.
To thank the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM for its presentation of the document prepared in fulfillment of the above-mentioned resolution, which reflects the broad consultation process undertaken by the Commission within the United Nations system, the inter-American system, and with civil society organizations.
b.
To instruct the Executive Secretary to begin a consultation process with the member states, Principal Delegates to the Commission, and regional and civil society organizations, with a view to ensuring that they forward their comments on the proposed mechanism to follow up on the Convention of Belém do Pará, contained in document CIM/doc.15/03 rev.1.

c.
To thank the Government of Mexico for its offer to host the meeting of experts to be held to formulate recommendations on the most appropriate way to follow up on the Convention, to which the above-mentioned resolution refers. 
Agreement No. 4
To ask the Executive Secretary to present, at the next Regular Session of the Executive Committee, the final draft agenda for the Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States (REMIM II) and a model format for the preparation of national reports on the implementation of the Inter-American Program (IAP).
Agreement No. 5
To ask the Executive Secretary to continue to seek the financial resources necessary to follow up on the mandates contained in resolutions CIM/RES. 225 (XXXI-O/02) and AG/RES. 1948 (XXXIII-O/03) regarding the work being done by the CIM in connection with “Fighting the Crime of Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women, Adolescents and Children.”

Agreement No. 6
To ask the Executive Secretary to continue her work with Women Waging Peace and other civil society organizations to promote initiatives to integrate a gender perspective in hemispheric security topics.

Agreement No. 7
To urge the Executive Secretary to continue to support, as much as possible, the initiative being developed by the United Nations with the International Violence Against Women Survey, with a view to promoting the development of comparable statistics on the topic in the member states.

Agreement No. 8
To urge the Executive Secretary to make efforts to secure sufficient funds to be able to provide continuity to the Seed Fund of the CIM.

Agreement No. 9 
To approve the Budgetary Execution as of June 30, 2003, contained in document CIM/CD/doc.20/03.
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